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In July 2018 a parish referendum, with a turnout of 43% of the 234
residents that were on the register of electors, resulted in 88 people
voting in favour of the Neighbourhood Plan for Hargrave being used by
West Suffolk Council when determining planning applications in the parish
and 12 people voting against. The Plan was subsequently adopted by
West Suffolk Council.

The Plan was the first to be prepared in West Suffolk and put us in a
strong position to ensure that planning decisions reflected the local
priorities expressed in our Plan. However, the world of planning
continuously changes and it is now an opportune time to build upon all
the good work of the original team to bring the Plan up-to-date and in line
with current national and local planning policies.

The Neighbourhood Plan Review (this document) takes the original Plan
and all the good work that supported its preparation and adds further
value to it to ensure that it remains relevant for West Suffolk Council
when they consider future planning applications in our parish.

The new Plan has a very different look and feel to the 2018 Plan, but
much of the content and intent of the original Plan remains.

Throughout the Plan reference is made back to the 2018 Plan, which will
be replaced once the review is complete. The Government regulations
covering neighbourhood planning require that, where significant changes
to a Plan are made, we have to take it through a full round of consultation
and, if the scale of changes from the 2018 Plan deem it necessary,
another referendum will have to be held to approve it.

Neighbourhood plans in a nutshell

The Localism Act 2011 introduced new rights and powers to allow local
communities to prepare Neighbourhood Plans, which establish general
planning policies for the development and use of land in the
neighbourhood. These Plans, when properly *made” become part of the
legal planning framework for the designated area.

A Neighbourhood Plan is, therefore, a community-led plan for guiding the
future development, regeneration and conservation of an area. It
concentrates on the use and development of land and can contain
planning policies, proposals for improving the area or providing new
facilities, and the allocation of sites for specific kinds of development.

Parish councils are encouraged to produce their own Neighbourhood
Plans, enabling local people to have a say as to how their neighbourhood
grows and develops. In a designated neighbourhood area, which contains
all or part of the administrative area of a parish council, that council is
responsible for the preparation of the Plan. Neighbourhood Plans cannot
contradict the main Government planning policies or the strategic policies



in the Local Plan for the area. For example, they cannot propose less
development than is planned for in the adopted Local Plan.

Before a Neighbourhood Plan can be brought into force it needs to
complete the following stages:

1. “Pre-submission” public consultation on draft Plan carried out by
Parish Council

2. Submission of draft Plan to West Suffolk Council
“Submission” public consultation on draft Plan carried out by West
Suffolk Council
Examination of draft Plan by an independent Examiner

5. Parish Referendum (if deemed necessary by the Examiner)

If majority vote in favour of Plan, adoption by West Suffolk Council

These remaining stages are likely to take around 6-9 months to complete
from when the Plan is submitted to West Suffolk Council.
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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

Introduction

In July 2018 the residents of Hargrave voted in favour of a Neighbourhood
Plan for the parish being used by West Suffolk Council when making decisions
on planning applications. It was the culmination of two years’ work by a team
of volunteers working on behalf of the Parish Council.

While there is nothing wrong with the original Neighbourhood Plan (referred to
hereafter as the 2018 Plan) the planning scene nationally and locally has
moved on in the five years since it was formulated. Planning decisions are
based on the most recently adopted national and local policies and it is
therefore important to make sure that our Plan remains up-to-date and tackles
the local issues that now exist. The Parish Council has therefore decided to
update the Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that it remains relevant to Hargrave
parish.

The new Plan continues to focus on local planning related matters and ensures
that the village influences change and development within our area, based
upon a fair and democratic consultation process supported by West Suffolk
Council and Hargrave Parish Council.

We know from the 2018 Plan that the local community wishes to preserve the
village as much as possible. It has a charming and unique character but is
vulnerable to external change and, hence, needs to be protected and
preserved. There is a recognition that outside pressures will have a growing
impact upon the village, and we will need to be prepared to respond.

Why a new Neighbourhood Plan for Hargrave?

The starting point has been to appraise whether the policies in the 2018 Plan
remain fit for purpose, given the national and local planning policy changes.
We have also assessed whether there are gaps in the Plan that should now be
addressed. In essence, the 2018 Plan has not been torn up and discarded.
Rather, it forms the basis and structure for the Review. It continues to cover
the whole parish as originally designated as a Neighbourhood Area in 2015.
The parish boundary has not changed in this time and the area covered is
illustrated on Map 1.
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Map 1 - Hargrave Parish Neighbourhood Plan Area
1.6  The context for the review is:
i. West Suffolk Council has commenced the preparation on a new Local

Plan covering their new administrative area. When complete, it will
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1.7

1.8

1.9

replace the policies in the current St Edmundsbury Local Plan and those
in the 2018 Plan;

ii. a new National Planning Policy Framework was published in July 2021
setting new national planning requirements; and

iii. new legislation covering biodiversity and habitats has been approved by
the Government.

In January 2021 the Parish Council carried out a survey of all residents to test
attitudes to development in the village and whether village issues and
priorities had changed as a result of, for example, the Covid 19 pandemic. The
results of the survey are published separately on the neighbourhood plan
pages of the Parish Council website.

A further consultation event was carried out in February 2023 to ascertain
whether the Vision and Objectives remain relevant and to consider an option
for delivering a replacement Village Hall. This matter is addressed later in the
new Plan.

The 2018 Plan contained ten policies and the status of these in this new
version of the Plan is set out below:

2018 Policy ‘ Status in this Plan

Policy HAR 1 - Hargrave’s Spatial The policy has been replaced with a

Strategy new, more detailed policy

Policy HAR2 - Hargrave Housing The policy has been retained with minor

Settlement Boundary amendments

Policy HAR3 - Housing Mix The policy has been retained
unchanged

Policy HAR4 - Communications The policy has been retained

Technology unchanged and becomes Policy HAR7

Policy HARS - Protecting and The policy has been replaced by Policy

Maintaining Features of Landscape and | HAR8 which provides a more robust

Biodiversity Value. framework for protecting and enhancing

wildlife habitats

Policy HAR6 - Protecting the Landscape | The policy has been retained with minor
Setting of Hargrave amendments and becomes Policy HAR7Y

Policy HAR7 — Local Green Spaces The policy has been retained with a
greater explanation as to how
development in local green spaces
would be considered and becomes

Policy HAR10

Policy HARS8 - Village Playing Field The policy has been replaced by a new,
more detailed policy and becomes
Policy HAR6

Policy HAR9 - Local Heritage The policy has been retained

unchanged and becomes Policy HAR11

Policy HAR10 - Village Character The policy has been replaced by the
more detailed Policy HAR12




1.10

1.11

1.12

1.13

1.14

1.15

1.16

In addition, new policies are included in the Plan to address the following
matters:

J Sustainable Construction Practices - seeking best practice in energy
efficiency, solar gain, grey water recycling and rainwater harvesting
(Policy HAR11).

o Dark Skies — minimising light pollution from development (Policy
HAR12).

The Plan notes, in each topic chapter, what the 2018 Plan said. These notes
will remain in the Draft Plan until it reaches the final adoption stage, at which
time the references will be removed to reflect the fact that the Plan Review
replaces the 2018 Plan. The planning policies in the Plan are identified by the
prefix HAR and are in distinct coloured text. The policies also define where a
2018 Plan policy is retained unchanged.

The 2018 Plan also contained 14 Community Actions; proposals which would
not be relevant in the determination of planning applications, but which
residents had identified as matters and initiatives that should be pursued
locally. Given that the Community Actions in the 2018 Plan are now five years
old, they have been reviewed and those that remain relevant have been
carried forward and, where necessary, updated. Appendix 1 provides some
commentary on progress with the 2018 Community Actions.

The new Plan covers the period 2023 to 2040, an end date which coincides
with that of the new West Suffolk Local Plan that is currently being prepared.
That doesn’t mean that, once complete, the Plan will not be reviewed again for
17 years. To ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan remains current it will be
important to appraise the Plan on a regular basis to ensure that its planning
policies, in particular, remain appropriate for Hargrave.

The new Plan now covers the following topic themes:

Services,

Planning Housin Facilities and Natural Built Transport and
Strategy & the Local Environment Environment Travel
Economy

Plan-making Process

The Neighbourhood Plan must:

i have appropriate regard to national planning policy;

ii. be in general conformity with strategic policies in the development plan
for the local area and contribute to sustainable development; and

iii. be compatible with European Union (EU) obligations and human rights
requirements, despite Brexit.

Because of the extent of the changes from the 2018 Plan, the new
Neighbourhood Plan has to go through some of the statutory stages again.
This is the first draft Neighbourhood Plan Review document. It has been
prepared by the Parish Council with input from some members of the original
team and with support from Places4People Planning Consultancy, the same
consultants that supported us with the preparation of the 2018 Plan.
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1.17

1.18

Following this round of public consultation by the Parish Council, the comments
received will be considered and any necessary amendments will be made. The
Parish Council will then submit the draft Plan to West Suffolk Council, who will
carry out further public consultation ahead of the Plan being examined by an
Independent Examiner. The Examiner will decide if the changes to the 2018
Plan are such that it is necessary for the Plan to be subject to a new Parish
Referendum before it can be adopted by West Suffolk Council for use in
determining planning applications.

The anticipated timetable is:

Independent Referendum
Examination (if deemed
O necessary

"Pre- Submission to
Submission" West Suffolk
Draft Plan and further

Consultation consultation
eSummer 2023 eAutumn 2023

2023/24 eWinter
2023/24

Plan Monitoring and Review

Just as with the 2018 Neighbourhood Plan, it is recognised that current
challenges and concerns are likely to change over the plan period. Hargrave
Parish Council, as the Qualifying Body, will be responsible for maintaining and
periodically revisiting the Plan to ensure relevance and to monitor delivery.

10



2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

Hargrave's Character, History and Geography

Haragrava (according to the Little Domesday Book 1086)

The parish is very rural in nature having an area of just over 720 hectares and
sitting within a landscape reliant on arable farming and, to a lesser extent,
equine establishments. The population in the 2021 Census was recorded as
293.

The nearest large villages with a higher level of services are Barrow (2 2 miles
to the north) and Wickhambrook (3 2 miles to the south). The nearest town
is Bury St Edmunds, which is seven miles to the east while the smaller town of
Newmarket is nine miles to the west.

The roots of Hargrave lie hidden in the Dark Ages but we can be sure that in
1086 (Domesday date) Aelfgyth, a Free Woman of Bury St Edmunds, was
resident in a village of 17 households with a church, five plough teams and
numerous livestock. In short, Haragrava was a regular rural village based on
subsistence farming and feudal hierarchy.

For the next seven hundred and fifty years not a lot changed as the industrial
revolution had little direct impact on Hargrave; even the coming of the train
kept a respectful distance. The population grew and subsistence strip farming
was swept away by the Enclosure Acts transforming the landscape. The village
had three centres of population - around the church and Bird’s End, Hargrave
Green (now just called Hargrave and the village centre), and Knowle’s Green.
These, together with The Grove, remain distinct centres today, albeit that the
areas around the church and at Bird’s End are now distinctly separate.

By the mid-19th century the village was still inward looking and very much
focused on agriculture and supporting services. In 1844 the population had
grown to 573 with a wide range of skills - tricker, thatcher, miller, shoemaker
and a twice weekly “carrier” to Bury St Edmunds. These inhabitants probably
still carried the genes of Aelfgyth. They married within the village and died
here.

The great agricultural depression of the late 19th century and the toll wreaked
by the two world wars (13 residents died in the two wars) meant we entered
the second half of the 20th century with a population halved from that of
1844. The old certainties of son following father into the fields disappeared as
the population was more educated and, more importantly, mobile. Farming
was revolutionised by mechanisation in the 1940’s and 1950’s thus reducing
the need firstly for skilled labour and later for unskilled labour and the
workforce looked outside the village for employment. This is one of the biggest
changes in the history of Hargrave. No longer do men quench their thirst on
the way back from the fields at the three pubs that existed at the time and nor
do they need the services of a blacksmith.

In the 21st century Hargrave has evolved from an inward looking mono-
industry village based on the seasons to an outward looking community where
most employment is now outside of the village. The 2021 Census records the
parish as having a population of 293, of which some 36 percent were aged 60
or over, compared with 24 percent in 2001. It is a much higher proportion
when compared with West Suffolk as a whole. The number of young people
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aged under 20 remains static at around 20 percent of the population. Across
West Suffolk, the number of residents aged 65 or over is projected to increase
by just over 30 percent in the period between 2021 and 2041.

Age Comparison - Hargrave and West Suffolk
Source: 2021 Census
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3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Planning Policy Context

The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared in the context of the content of
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the relevant Local Plan
documents that cover the parish. The Plan must have regard to the content of
with the NPPF and be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the
adopted Local Plan. The paragraphs below identify how these are relevant to
the Neighbourhood Plan.

National Planning Policy Framework

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government'’s
high-level planning policies that must be taken into account in the preparation
of development plan documents and when deciding planning applications. In
July 2021 the Government published a Revised NPPF. The Framework sets out
a presumption in favour of sustainable development. Paragraph 11 of the NPPF
states:

“Plans and decisions should apply a presumption in favour of sustainable
development. For plan-making this means that:

a) all plans should promote a sustainable pattern of development that seeks
to: meet the development needs of their area; align growth and
infrastructure; improve the environment; mitigate climate change
(including by making effective use of land in urban areas) and adapt to its
effects;

b) strategic policies should, as a minimum, provide for objectively assessed
needs for housing and other uses, as well as any needs that cannot be
met within neighbouring areas, unless:

i. the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or
assets of particular importance provides a strong reason for
restricting the overall scale, type or distribution of development in the
plan area; or

ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this
Framework taken as a whole.”

The NPPF requires that communities preparing Neighbourhood Plans should:

e Develop plans that support the strategic development needs set out in Local
Plans, including policies for housing and economic development; and

e Plan positively to support local development, shaping and directing
development in their area that is outside the strategic elements of the Local
Plan.

Towards the end of December 2022 the Government published proposed
changes to the NPPF for consultation, as well as a proposal to establish
National Development Management Policies which would provide a standard
approach to considering proposals relating to, for example, heritage assets.
The draft Neighbourhood Plan will be brought up-to-date to reflect such
changes should these be introduced before the Plan is put to a public
referendum.

13



3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

The Development Plan

The following diagram shows the components of West Suffolk Council’s
Development Plan in place in January 2023 which are relevant to Hargrave. It
currently includes Local Plan documents previously prepared by St
Edmundsbury Borough Council and the 2018 Neighbourhood Plan also forms
part of the Development Plan and is being used by West Suffolk Council when
considering planning applications in the parish.

St Edmundsbury Core
Strategy (2010)

oint Developmen
Managment Policies
Document (201

West
Suffolk
Local Plan
Rural Vision 2031 (2014)
Hargrave
Neighbourhood Plan
2018

The 2010 St Edmundsbury Core Strategy primarily sets the strategic planning
framework for the borough identifying the scale and broad location of planned
growth for the period to 2031. Policy CS4 identifies the settlement hierarchy
of the local plan directing most growth to the towns of Bury St Edmunds and
Haverhill, with some minor growth identified for Key Service Centres and Rural
Service Centres. It also designated a large number of villages as “Infill
Villages”. Hargrave, along with other smaller villages across the borough, was
designated as “countryside” due to their lack of services and facilities at the
time the plan was prepared. As such, it was considered that Hargrave was an
unsustainable location for development due to the lack of services and
facilities.

The Joint Development Management Policies Local Plan document (February
2015) contains a comprehensive suite of detailed planning policies by which
planning applications across West Suffolk will be determined on a day-to-day
basis. The neighbourhood plan does not repeat these policies but, where
appropriate, adds value and detail to them from a local perspective. The local
plan document did recognise that the “countryside” villages could offer some
opportunities for limited development that would meet a local need without
contradicting the overall sustainability of the Core Strategy. Policy DM27 allows
the development of plots within a group of 10 or more dwellings for a single or
a pair of semi-detached dwellings. This policy applies to those parts of
Hargrave outside the Housing Settlement Boundary defined in the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Rural Vision 2031 reaffirmed the Core Strategy approach, primarily addressing
the allocation of development sites in Key and Rural Service Centres, for
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examples in Barrow and Wickhambrook. However, the document also includes
a number of aspirations for the rural parts of the former St Edmundsbury
district that have been taken into consideration in preparing this Plan.

Emerging West Suffolk Local Plan

3.9 West Suffolk Council has commenced work on the preparation of a new Local
Plan for the area. The Plan will cover the period to 2040 although the Local
Development Scheme (January 2023) suggests that the new Local Plan will not
be adopted until Winter 2024, after the expected time of adoption of the
Neighbourhood Plan. In May 2022 the Council consulted on the Preferred
Options Local Plan document and consultation on the draft Local Plan is
expected to commence in January 2024.

3.10 The Preferred Options document identified Hargrave as a “Type-B village”,
defined as settlements that “have a very limited range of or no services and
poor accessibility to public transport. It is likely that residents will rely on the
private car to travel to meet their day-to-day needs. In these villages no sites
would be allocated through the local plan and only limited infill development or
affordable housing exception sites would be permitted, dependent on other
environmental and infrastructure constraints, to meet local needs within the
village.”

3.11 Paragraph 6.3 of Part 3 of the May 2022 Preferred Options document states:
“There may be circumstances where policies will allow development to take
place in either type B villages or in the countryside and further details are set
out in part two of this plan. Examples of where development may be
appropriate include:

. Small scale infill residential development comprising one or two
dwellings.

o Replacement of existing dwellings on a one for one basis.

. Conversion and re-use of buildings for employment or residential
purposes.

o An affordable housing exception site within or adjacent to a settlement
boundary.

. An agricultural and/or essential workers dwelling.

o Where a neighbourhood plan is prepared and proposes site allocations.”

Such proposals would be considered on a case-by-case basis and sites would
not be allocated in the Local Plan for such purposes. In relation to the final
bullet point, this Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites for development.

3.12 Given that the draft West Suffolk Local Plan had yet to be published when the
draft Neighbourhood Plan was prepared, regard has been had to the Preferred
Options document while recognising that it might be subject to change as the
Local Plan proceeds towards adoption in 2024.

Hargrave Neighbourhood Plan

3.13 The 2018 Neighbourhood Plan also forms part of the adopted “development
plan”. In preparing the Neighbourhood Plan Review, regard has been had to
the 2018 policies and, where necessary, these have been updated. The
Neighbourhood Plan Review will supersede the 2018 Plan once it has been
“made” by West Suffolk Council.
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3.14

Suffolk County Council Minerals and Waste Local Plan

In July 2020, Suffolk County Council adopted the Minerals and Waste Local
Plan. Nowhere in the parish is defined as a "minerals consultation area” in the
Plan, meaning that there is no requirement to consult the County Council in
relationship to the potential impact of a proposal on the winning of minerals.

16



4.1

4.2

Vision and Objectives

Arising from the outcomes of the research and surveys, our over-arching vision
for Hargrave in 2040 remains as it was in the 2018 Plan and is:

To protect and enhance the distinctive character and assets
of the Village for the community both young and old

The Vision is supported by objectives in the six theme areas that will
contribute to its delivery.

Planning Strategy

Protect and enhance the distinctive features of the village settlement and its
setting within the parish

Housing

To improve residents' access to a range of energy efficient sustainable housing
to meet lifetime and generational needs

Services, Facilities and the Local Economy
Where sustainable, to improve residents' access to:

employment, including the facilities necessary to support home working
communication and technology

education, health and welfare

shops, services and amenities

sports, leisure and culture

Natural Environment
Protect and enhance the natural environment of the parish, in particular:

e wildlife habitats

e public and private open space

e the road environment, in particular grass verges, hedges and trees
e best quality agricultural land

Built Environment

Protect and enhance the distinctive features of the built environment and its
setting, including:

e local heritage and historical references
e building and streetscape
e reducing environmental impact

Transport and Travel
Manage existing and future requirements by:

17



4.3

e rebalancing the competitive demands on highways between dominant
vehicular traffic and a safer pedestrian environment

e improving public rights of way to enhance accessibility and connectivity

e improving access to bridleways to offer safer equestrian facilities

e securing access to public transport

The remainder of this Plan identifies planning policies and community actions
that have a direct relationship to the Vision and will deliver the identified
Objectives.

18



5.1

Hargrave’'s Planning Strategy

What the 2018 Plan said:

e The Plan supported limited development focused primarily within the
Housing Settlement Boundary of the parish

What’'s new in this Plan:

e The new Plan provides greater clarity as to the nature of development
that will be supported in the parish

Context

The 2018 Neighbourhood Plan was prepared having regard to the content of
both the National Planning Policy Framework and the adopted local plan
documents for the former St Edmundsbury district. The Spatial Strategy of the
2018 Plan promoted a sustainable approach to the location of development
that would allow limited growth in the village to meet local needs and support
opportunities for the improvement or introduction of local services and
facilities. A Housing Settlement Boundary was defined in the Plan covering the
main built-up area of the village as illustrated on Map 2.
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5.2
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Map 2 - Housing Settlement Boundary

Planning Policy Context

The most up-to-date planning policy for Hargrave is contained in the 2018
Neighbourhood Plan. It defines a Housing Settlement Boundary covering the
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5.3

5.4

5.5

main built-up area of the village. At a strategic level, St Edmundsbury Core
Strategy Strategic Objective C, seeks:

To sustain and enhance rural communities by providing, where
infrastructure and environmental capacity exists, new housing to grow
settlements and safeguard existing rural services while maintaining
and, where possible, improving the rural environment.

and Strategic Objective I seeks:

To ensure that new development only occurs where there is adequate
capacity in existing services, facilities and infrastructure or where this
capacity can reasonably be provided where necessary before
development is occupied.

while St Edmundsbury Rural Vision 2031 Objective 1 seeks:

To meet the housing needs of the rural areas, with a particular
emphasis on the provision of affordable homes and an appropriate mix
of house types for local people and of appropriate housing for an
ageing population.

and Objective 7 states:

Achieve an appropriate scale and form of development that meets
local needs and maintains the villages’ identities.

Policy DM27 of the Local Plan Development Management Policies document
(2015) states that outside Housing Settlement Boundaries, “Proposals for new
dwellings will be permitted in the countryside subject to satisfying the
following criteria:

a. the development is within a closely knit ‘cluster’ of 10 or more existing
dwellings adjacent to or fronting an existing highway;

b. the scale of development consists of infilling a small undeveloped plot by
one dwelling or a pair of semi detached dwellings commensurate with the
scale and character of existing dwellings within an otherwise continuous
built up frontage.”

Emerging West Suffolk Local Plan

West Suffolk Council has commenced work on the preparation of a new Local
Plan for the area. The Plan will cover the period to 2040 although the Local
Development Scheme (June 2023) suggests that the new Local Plan will not be
adopted until Spring 2025, after the expected time of adoption of the new
Neighbourhood Plan. In May 2022 the Council consulted on the Preferred
Options Local Plan document and consultation on the draft Local Plan is
expected to commence in January 2024.

The Preferred Options document identified Hargrave as a “Type-B village” are
settlements that:

“have a very limited range of or no services and poor accessibility to public
transport. It is likely that residents will rely on the private car to travel to meet
their day-to-day needs. In these villages no sites would be allocated through
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5.6

5.7

the local plan and only limited infill development or affordable housing
exception sites would be permitted, dependent on other environmental and
infrastructure constraints, to meet local needs within the village.”

In addition, the document contained 20 draft Strategic Objectives. The most
pertinent to Hargrave were the three covering rural areas, as reproduced
below:

S010 Support agriculture, farm diversification, estate management and rural
tourism that will sustain the function and character of the countryside and its
communities.

S011 Sustain and support the rural areas through the safeguarding of local
centres and services and by encouraging rural diversification and the growth of
the agricultural sector.

S012 Meet the housing needs of rural areas appropriate to the requirements of
individual settlements.

Neighbourhood Plan Policy

Residents of the village are served by the nearby larger villages of Barrow and
Wickhambrook or further afield towns for access to health, schools, shops and
other services. However, this is the case with many villages in West Suffolk
that are designated as Infill Villages in the Core Strategy where current
policies allow infill development and make provision for affordable housing for
local identified needs. Paragraph 79 of the NPPF recognises that housing can
promote sustainable development in rural areas through enhancing or
maintaining the vitality of rural communities. This approach is supported
through the spatial strategy of the Neighbourhood Plan which promotes a
sustainable approach to allowing limited growth in the village to meet local
needs and support opportunities for the improvement or introduction of local
services and facilities.

The settlement pattern of Hargrave contributes significantly to the character of
the village and will therefore be retained. A Housing Settlement Boundary is
designated for the main part of the village which will be the main focus for
limited future growth. Outside this area, the cluster of 16 dwellings at The
Grove, Wickhambrook Road (between Meadow Cottage in the north and Alma
Cottage in the south) meets the definition of Policy DM27 of the Local Plan
Development Management Policies. The spread out nature of this area is such
that it is not a tight-knit built-up area and does not meet the Local Plan
approach to defining Housing Settlement Boundaries. Proposals for
development outside these locations will be treated as being in the countryside
and proposals will only be supported where the uses are in accordance with
Policy HAR 1.

Policy HAR 1 of the 2018 Plan has been replaced with a new, more detailed
policy
Policy HAR 1 - Hargrave’s Spatial Strategy

In the period 2023 to 2040 the Neighbourhood Plan area will accommodate
development commensurate with the parish’s designation in the adopted Local
Plan settlement hierarchy.
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New development will be focused within the Housing Settlement Boundary, as
identified on the Policies Map, where proposals will be supported where they
do not have a detrimental impact on residential amenity, the natural and
historic environment, infrastructure and highways.

Outside of the Housing Settlement Boundary, priority will be given to
protecting and enhancing the countryside from inappropriate development.
Proposals for development will only be supported where they are in accordance
with national and district level policies, or where:

a.

b.

it is essential for the operation of agriculture, horticulture, equine related
activities, forestry; or

it is for small scale facilities for outdoor sport and recreation, community
buildings, leisure and tourism use; or

it is in conformity with Policy DM27 of the West Suffolk Joint Development
Management Policies Local Plan Document 2015 or succession policy; or

is for the replacement of an existing dwelling on a one for one basis of a
similar scale and floor area and small-scale residential development 